
 

 

Right to Farm/Farming Operations 

SB 88: Sen. Jason Brodeur/HB 1601: Rep. Jayer Williamson 

Background 
The Florida Right to Farm Act was established in 1979 and has played a key role in protecting the 

viability of Florida agriculture.  Protecting and strengthening this law has been a priority for Florida Farm 

Bureau since its inception. 

The law currently protects farms from nuisance lawsuits in urbanizing areas.  Essentially, if a farm has 
been in business for more than a year and conforms to generally accepted agricultural practices it 
cannot be sued for nuisance by surrounding neighbors. This helps ensure that farms can remain in 
business without worrying about lawsuits arising from the sights, sounds, smells, etc. that are 
commonplace in production agriculture. 

Because of recent judicial rulings in other states, and issues raised in a lawsuit dealing with pre-harvest 
sugarcane burning, several areas in Florida’s Right to Farm Law have been identified that could be 
strengthened.  Florida Farm Bureau is working with other agricultural partners to make several changes 
to modernize the Right to Farm Law and make it even stronger.  These changes are critical as agricultural 
practices continue to change and as the state continues to urbanize. 

Effect of Legislation 
The Right to Farm bill has three main goals: to minimize the amount of lawsuits that will be brought, to 
place limits on damages and to modernize the law by expanding protection beyond just nuisance claims. 
 

 Minimize lawsuits-The number of lawsuits able to be filed by stating that only properties within 
½ mile of the farm can bring lawsuits.  The bill also discourages frivolous lawsuits by forcing 
those who lose a claim against a farm to be responsible for the prevailing party’s attorney’s fees. 

 Limit damages-The bill would limit compensatory damages to only the lost value of the property 
that was harmed.  It would also allow punitive damages only in limited situations. 

 Modernize the law-The bill includes agritourism activities into the Right to Farm law.  It also 
expands nuisance protections to include other types of lawsuits like personal injury and 
trespass. 

 
Opponents of the bill wrongly claim that this would give full immunity for any action on a farm. It’s 
important to note that the Right to Farm Law, and this effort to modernize it, will only provide 
protections for actions that conform with generally accepted agricultural practices, state and federal 
regulations or BMPs.   


