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STOP MEDICARE PAYMENT CUTS TO PROTECT ACCESS TO 

AUDIOLOGY AND SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY 

SERVICES 
ACTION REQUESTED 

Cosponsor H.R. 6020/S. 3314, the Supporting Medicare Providers Act of 2021, and stop the 2% Medicare 
sequestration cuts in 2022.  

 
ISSUE: Medicare Part B Payment Cuts Will Reduce Beneficiary Access to Services Provided 
by Audiologists and Speech-Language Pathologists  

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) implemented—in the 2021 Medicare Physician Fee 
Schedule (MPFS) final rule—changes to office/outpatient Evaluation and Management (E/M) procedure 
codes that would have triggered significant payment reductions under Medicare Part B in 2022. Congress 
passed legislation in December 2021 that partially mitigates these payment cuts for 2022. ASHA continues to 
advocate for a solution that fully addresses these cuts and strives toward a long-term solution to these 
persistent threats to Medicare reimbursement. 

• As mandated by law, CMS must ensure the total values for all procedure codes paid under the MPFS 
remain budget neutral. Payment reductions necessary to maintain budget neutrality will impact multiple 
specialty health care providers and are higher than usual because of the significant increase in value for 
E/M codes for primary care services. 

• Audiologists and speech-language pathologists (SLPs) cannot bill E/M codes under the Medicare 
program to help offset the proposed reductions. 

• CMS finalized a 6% decrease in payment for audiology services and a 9% decrease in payment for 
speech-language pathology services in 2021.  

• Congress significantly reduced these cuts in 2021 by providing a 3.75% payment adjustment, and in 
2022 by providing a 3% payment adjustment. Congress also partially reduced the sequestration cuts for 
2022. 

• In October 2021, 247 members of the House of Representatives wrote to Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy urging them to address looming payment cuts to health care providers 
that will further strain patient access to care. 

• Audiologists and SLPs in private practice who rely on reimbursement from Medicare cannot withstand the 
losses in revenue from reduced payments related to the fee schedule and sequestration on top of COVID-
19 related financial losses and other payment threats. 

SOLUTION: Cosponsor H.R. 6020/S. 3314, the Supporting Medicare Providers Act of 2021, to 
extend the 3.75% Medicare Part B payment adjustment through at least 2022, and also fully 
stop the 2% Medicare sequestration cuts through 2022. 

These changes will help ensure beneficiaries have access to critical audiology and speech-language 
pathology services and help physician and nonphysician providers recover from the financial impact of 
COVID-19.  


