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CREATE PROGRAMS TO SPECIFCIALLY TRAIN 

SCHOOL-BASED SLPs and EDUCATIONAL AUDIOLOGISTS 

 
ACTION REQUESTED 

Cosponsor H.R. 7219, the Growing, Recruiting, and Obtaining Workers in Specialized Instructional Support 
Personnel Services (GROW SISPS) Act. 

 

ISSUE: Specific Programs to Recruit and Train School-Based SLPs and Educational 
Audiologists are Needed

School-based speech-language pathologists (SLPs) and educational audiologists are among more than one 
million specialized instructional support personnel (SISP) who work in schools across the country, providing 
school-based prevention, early intervention, and related services to support students in receiving a free 
appropriate public education (FAPE).  
 
Personnel shortages negatively impact the ability of all students to receive FAPE and make it harder for 
schools to address learning recovery needs and the mental health impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Existing educator shortages have been exacerbated by the pandemic—before the pandemic, 54% of SLPs 
reported shortages in their schools, and 15% of educational audiologists reported such shortages.12 

 
SOLUTION: Cosponsor the GROW SISPS Act (H.R. 7219) 

The GROW SISPS Act would create a grant program at the U.S. Department of Education to increase 
partnerships between school districts and colleges to train and license SLPs, audiologists, and other SISP to 
better serve rural and lower-income school districts.  

 
‘Grow Your Own’ programs recruit and train educators from within communities and can bring racial, ethnic, 
and cultural diversity and skills (such as bilingualism) to the educator workforce. These programs are often 
partnerships between school districts, community organizations, and teacher preparation programs. 
Effective GYO programs can help address educator shortages, particularly in high need school districts, and 
improve student outcomes.  

 
 

 
1 American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. (2018). 2018 Schools Survey report: SLP workforce/work conditions. 
https://www.asha.org/siteassets/surveys/2018-schools-survey-workforce-report.pdf. 
2 American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. (2018). 2018 Schools Survey summary report: Numbers and types of responses, educational 
audiologists. https://www.asha.org/siteassets/surveys/2018-schools-survey-educational-audiologists.pdf.   
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