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What'’s at Stake for SD Children

What All SD State Legislators Need to Know

Healthy Development: The first 3 years of life shape all the rest and represent the most rapid period of
brain development, setting the stage for all future learning and life success." When we fail to support the
healthy development of young children, beginning even before birth, and to ensure the physical and
mental health of their parents, we limit opportunities for children to thrive and succeed.

Supported Families: Young children develop in the context of their families, and all families benefit from
supports to be the best parents they can be for their children. Families living in poverty or in low-income
households experience many obstacles and face challenges raising a family. Families must have
resources to meet their basic needs for food, health care, jobs that pay a living wage, safe affordable
housing, home visiting and parenting education services, and much more. Child care is an essential
support for parents to be able to work, which increases family economic security while also providing
children with access to high-quality early learning opportunities.

Educational Success: Research shows that access to high-quality early learning is one of the most
reliable ways to drive student achievement.’ A young child’s brain development in the first few years
lays the foundation for all future development (e.g., school readiness and success). Children who attend
high-quality early education programs enter school ready to succeed (i.e., academically, socially, and
emotionally). They are more likely to read by third grade, graduate high school, attend college, and
obtain employment, and less likely to need behavioral interventions or become involved in the criminal
justice system.

Economic Prosperity: Economic growth depends on smart investments. Investing in high-quality early
care and learning results in a 13% return on investment,™ and reduces taxpayer expenses for remedial
education, health care, and other societal problems. In South Dakota, more than 50,400 children under
age six (74%) live in families where all parents work." Child care as an industry has an economic impact
of $279 million, which includes revenue from both center-based care and home-based care." When
families do not have the child care they need, parents’ work productivity falls, resulting in costs to
parents, their employers, and, ultimately, taxpayers.

Every Child's Potential: Policymakers have an opportunity to ensure that all children grow up in a family
and community where each child can reach his or her potential. For many children, child care is their
early learning program. Parents depend on child care to work and children depend on it to grow and
thrive, which impacts their future potential to contribute to South Dakota’s economy. We must ensure
that all children have access to a sound basic education starting in early childhood, with equitable
opportunities to achieve their full potential regardless of their race, family income, or zip code.
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