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LA City Council Proposal to Ban Bottled Water and Other Single Use Products 

The LA City Council Energy and Environment Committee heard a report from the LA 
Bureau of Sanitation (LASAN) on April 7 regarding an update and recommendations on 
the reduction of single-use plastics in the city. The Committee had requested LASAN to 
provide details on how the city would move forward with several elements of a report 
from LASAN that seeks to limit use of single-use plastics, reusable alternatives, zero-
waste events and facilities, and a timeline for implementation. 

During the meeting, there was significant frustration from some committee members 
over the lack of movement on several fronts. While members did praise LASAN for their 
work, there was concern over information from other departments, lack of information 
necessary to implement certain proposals, and issues over what requirements were 
necessary for the city to move forward on several items. One of the major factors 
impeding progress is funding. LASAN stated that they could be much further along with 
implementation if they had the necessary funds for staff to support recommendations. 

LASAN reported on several items that they are struggling with in attempts to move 
forward with policy. This included lack of information on items such as minority owned 
business, details on vending machines on city property, individual department contracts 
for supplies, incomplete work by departments on zero-waste plans.  

The Committee moved forward with the staff recommendations on Reducing Single Use 
Plastic and Zero Waste.  

They discussed moving forward with what they can do at the city first – city facilities and 
event zero waste/no single use plastic items - as well as beginning the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process for other items. They feel that they can use 
a CEQA categorical exemption process which does not take much time. They will do an 
analysis and review of environmental impacts and provide evidence to support a CEQA 
determination or perform a higher analysis.  

For expanded polystyrene (EPS) ban they will do a phased approach – city events then 
expand citywide. During this time, they would do analysis along with public outreach 
and engagement to restaurants. There was a discussion about the San Diego EPS ban 
and lawsuit and acknowledged that they need to do an environmental review and may 
still be sued. They plan to phase in and analyze as they take steps and will build the 
record for expected lawsuits. 

Other comments of interest: 

- There should be a closer look at products that are able to be anaerobic digested  
- Issue with PFAS in paper products – but there is currently state legislation to 

address 
- Outreach to minority business owners via ethnic chambers 
- Categorical exemption timeline 3-4 months 
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The staff recommendations are as listed below and there is a clip below you can watch 
with the amendments the committee chair made.  

1. Instruct LASAN to develop an online zero waste training course to all City employees 
and instruct the Personnel Department to implement this annual training starting 
January 2023.  

2. Instruct all City Departments to purchase only recycled-content paper products and 
printing and writing paper that are at least 30 percent, by fiber weight, post-consumer 
fiber, to meet the City’s Zero Waste policy and SB 1383 regulations, including required 
recordkeeping to indicate meeting the procurement requirements.  

3. Instruct LASAN, upon the approval of the funding in the 2022-2023 budget year, to 
begin environmental review and analysis in compliance with CEQA guidelines and 
statutes regarding banning EPS products city-wide, implementing a Zero Waste City 
Facilities and Events on City Property policy, and expanding the Single-use Carryout 
Bag Ban Ordinance.   

4. Request the City Attorney, in coordination with LASAN, General Service Department 
(GSD), and other city departments, to draft an Ordinance for Zero Waste City Facilities 
and Events on City Property, as well as necessary contract provisions to be 
incorporated into future tenant lease agreements.  

5. Request the City Attorney, in coordination with LASAN, to draft an Ordinance that 
bans EPS products on a city-wide basis.  

6. Request the City Attorney, in coordination with LASAN, to expand the Single-Use 
Carryout Bag Ordinance within the parameters of existing law, to stores that provide a 
single-use carryout bag to a customer at the point of sale.  

7. Instruct the City Legislative Analyst (CLA) to draft a resolution in support of the 
California Plastic Waste Reduction Regulations Initiative (2022). The initiative, which 
qualified for the November 8, 2022, ballot, would help eliminate single-use plastics.  

8. Instruct GSD, by September 30, 2022, to submit to LASAN a report that provides a 
timeline and costs to create/repurpose a room/space for the installation of a commercial 
dishwasher in the LA Mall that could be used by LA Mall food/beverage provider 
tenants, so that the tenants may more easily comply with the Zero Waste Mandates that 
prohibit disposable foodware; the report shall also identify other city facilities that house 
food/beverage provider tenants and whether these facilities have space such as but not 
limited to, storage and operations rooms that could be utilized for centralized 
dishwashers. 

 


