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 Funding and Operations 

 
State Appropriations:  HB 3002  Signed  

• Foundation formula “fully” funded: $3,561,737,794 
• Transportation fully funded: $328,411,105 
• Career Ladder (money for stipends): $37,467,000   
• Increasing teacher salaries to $38,000 with 30% local match:  $21,793,144 
• Close the Gap grants to parents for academic experiences:  $25,000,000 

Federal Funds:  Approval to distribute approximately $1.9 billion of federal funds through DESE 
under the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act and the American 
Rescue Plan Act.   HB 3014  Signed 

Competency-Based Funding:  Requires districts to use the prior year average attendance 
percentage to determine estimate of attendance for students taking competency-based 
courses.  SB 681  Signed 

Small Schools Special Ed Funding: Excludes state funding for high-need special education 
students when calculating the per student expenditures to determine future high need funding 
for special education services in schools of 500 students or fewer.  SB 681 Signed 

Transportation: Authorizes student transportation in vehicles other than school buses and 
exempts drivers from obtaining an S endorsement driver’s license. SB 681 Signed 

Make Up Days: Allows districts to make up inclement weather days proportionally for half day 
programs (preschool). SB 681 Signed 

Districts in Two Counties: Allows for three districts (Gasconade R-II, Maries R-II and W. St. 
Francis R-IV) that are located in more than once county to use the county with the higher dollar 
value modifier for state funding. SB 681 Signed 

Affiliation Disclosure:  Prohibits school districts and other governmental entities from requiring 
a non-profit organization to disclose the names of donors, members or supporters are and 
makes it a crime to violate.  HB 2400  Signed  

SPECIAL SESSION - State Income Tax Cut:  SB 3  Signed 
Exempts first $1,000 earned from state income tax.  Reduces the top tax rate for the highest 
earners beginning on January 1, 2023 and implements additional cuts if there is growth in 
general revenue.  The cuts could cost $1 billion in revenue per year when fully implemented. 
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School Privatization 

Charter Schools: Charter school board members must be Missouri residents.  Charter 
management companies must be non-profit organizations.  Redefines local effort to provide 
charter schools more funding, but caps the amount a school district with a charter school must 
pay to the charter school, with the state making up the difference.  HB 1552  Signed  

Missouri Course Access and Virtual School Program (MOCAP):  Removes attendance 
requirement before enrolling.  Part-time enrollees not entitled to appeal to school board and 
DESE.  Full-time enrollees work collaboratively with parents, vendors, and districts, but the 
MOCAP provider decides on enrollment and may disenroll.  The district hosting a MOCAP 
provider counts a full-time MOCAP student for state-aid purposes.  The test scores for full-time 
students will be attributed to the MOCAP provider.   An education services plan determines 
resident district obligations, with reimbursement.  Removes DESE’s ability to monitor vendors.  
Districts must provide all parents and students a DESE-provided guidance document on MOCAP 
and post on the website.  HB 1552  Signed 

School Boards 

Community Engagement and Agendas: Requires a community engagement policy by July 1, 
2023, and allows a resident of the district to put an item on the board’s agenda after meeting 
with the superintendent or designee. SB 681  Signed 

Subdistricting: Allows voters to decide whether to divide a school district into subdistricts for 
the election of school board members if the board votes to put on the ballot or a petition with 
signatures of 10% of the number of voters voting in the last school board election. SB 681  
Signed 

Students and Instruction 

Literacy:  Requires the State Board to create a statewide literacy plan and the Office of Literacy 
to  support high quality, evidence-based reading instruction.  Creates a fund to help districts 
purchase materials and training.  Aligns college coursework with expectatons of bill.  Requires 
districts to assess student literacy skills in K-3, and new students in K-5, and provide reading 
success plans with intensive reading instructions to K-5 students who have substantial 
deficiencies.  Removes requirements to retain students.  Requires continuous school 
improvement plan (CSIP) to address reading.  SB 681  Signed 
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Competency-Based Education: Directs DESE to create requirements for obtaining a diploma for 
competency-based education (Show-Me Success Diploma). Graduating students can remain in 
school until what would have been their 12th grade year. If students graduate early, the district 
may continue to count the student for state aid but must provide 90% of funding into a 529 
account for the student.  Creates competency-based education task force and grant program. 
SB 681  Signed 

School Innovation:  Allows one or more schools or districts to request the State Board to waive 
the requirements ot state statues or regulations when necessary to improve student readiness, 
increase teacher compensation orimprove the recruitment, retention, or development of 
teachers. SB 681  Signed 

Gifted:  Beginning in 2024-25, school districts with 3% or more students testing as gifted must 
provide gifted instruction. Schools with 350 or fewer students do not need a gifted certified 
teacher but the teacher must have six hours of annual professional development. SB 681  
Signed 

Computer Science: Beginning July 1, 2023, requires districts to offer at least one computer 
science course in high school.  Requires districts to submit to DESE demographic data of 
students taking the course and instructors.  Creates a task force to expand computer science 
education. SB 681 and SB 718  Signed 

Holocaust Education: Establishes the second week in April as Holocaust Education Week and 
requires a week of instruction on the Holocaust for grades 6-12, starting with a pilot program 
and expanding in 2025-26. SB 681  Signed 

Mental Health Awareness: Requires high schools to provide students mental health awareness 
training. SB 681  Signed 

Consent to Spank: Requires parents to be notified and give written permission before corporeal 
punishment. SB 681  Signed 

Braille: Requires instruction in Braille assistive technology and orientation and mobility for blind 
and visually impaired students, unless IEP team determines not appropriate. SB 681  Signed 

Recovery High School: Allows four pilot high schools for students with a substance use 
disorder. SB 681  Signed 

Bottom 5% Reports: Requires parental notice if a school or district is scoring in the bottom 5% 
on the annual performance report (APR) scores and what options are available to the students.  
Requires APR and ranking posted on website. SB 681  Signed 
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Nonresident Attendance: Beginning July 1, 2023, allows tuition-free attendance for up to four 
nonresident students if a parent owns, or is a beneficiary of a trust that owns, residential or 
agricultural real property in the non-resident district.  The property must have been owned for 
four consecutive years and the owner or trust must pay at least $2,000 of school taxes 
annually.  The nonresident district must be located in the same county in which the student 
resides. SB 681  Signed 

AP College Credit: Requires Missouri public colleges to give credit to students who score at 
least a 3 on an Advanced Placement examination. SB 681 and SB 718  Signed 

Dual Enrollment:  Expands state scholarship to include tuition for dual enrollment courses for 
low-income, foster care or homeless students and lifts cap on the tuition assistance. SB 718   
Signed 

Career Ed Applications:  Requires DESE to establish processes for high school students enrolled 
in career and technical education programs to complete applications for federal aid.  SB 718   
Signed 

Books for Kids: Establishes the Imagination Library Program of Missouri to provide free books 
to children ages 0-5, as an affiliate of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. SB 681  Signed 

Workforce Diploma Program: Creates a program in DESE where qualified vendors receive state 
funding to assist adult students in obtaining a high school diploma and career skills.  SB 681 and 
SB 718  Signed 

Adult High Schools:  Allows for virtual instruction and off-site child care for adult high schools.  
SB 681  Signed 

Personnel 

Teacher Certification: Expands the visiting scholars certificate to allow for a 2-year teaching 
certificate for those willing to work in difficult to staff schools or high-need subject areas. 
Allows for full teacher certification for those who do not pass the MEGA examinations if they 
receive positive evaluations and a recommendation to the state board for the distrct.  SB 681  
Signed 

Substitute Certificates: Provides four-year substitute teaching certificates, lowers the college 
credits required and allows for a certificate with a high school diploma and an online course.  
Allows individuals with technical, business, or with Armed forces experience to substitute if 
sponsored by the school board.  Allows retirees to work for third parties (like Kelly Services) and 
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substitute on a part-time or temporary basis without lmits.  Waives the 550 hour limitation for 
retirees substituting until June 30, 2025.  Emergency clause. SB 681  Signed 

Career Ladder: Expands career ladder program to allow teachers with at least 2 years 
experience to participate and to recognize activities such as coaching, mentoring, receiving 
additional training, teacher externships, or assisting students with postsecondary education 
preparation.  Increases state funding match to 60 percent. SB 681  Signed 

Sharing Superintendents: Beginning July 1, 2023, provides an additional $30,000 for up to 5 
years for districts to share superintendents.  The funding and money saved must be used to 
compensate teachers or provide counseling services. SB 681  Signed 

School Counseling Week:  The first full week in February.  HB 1738 Signed 

School Bus Driver’s Appreciation Day:  May 10th. HB 1738 Signed 

 
Health and Safety 

Drinking Water: Requires schools to test water for lead, make plans to remediate lead, provide 
information to the public and install filters or provide purified water when lead levels are too 
high. SB 681   Signed 

Seizure Disorders: Requires schools to have an individualized health care plan and emergency 
plan for all students with seizure disorders and to train staff every two years. Provides 
immunity from liability for staff acting in good faith. Emergency clause. SB 681, SB 710    Signed 

Epinephrine - Authorizes trained, contracted school employees to administer epinephrine in 
emergency situations and to be immune from lawsuit.  SB 710  Signed 

Suicide Prevention: Beginning in 2023-24, allows for suicide prevention training for certificated 
staff.  Districts must print the suicide hotline number on school ID cards in grades 7-12, when 
issued. SB 681  Signed 

Child Abuse Investigation: Removes authority of school district to first investigate claims of 
abuse by school district employees. SB 681  Signed 

Sex with Students:  Expands the crime of sexual contact with a student to include prosecution 
of adults associated with school-aged teams or clubs not connected with a school.  SB 775 
Signed 
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Sex Offenders:  Prohibits offendors convicted of possessing child pornography from being on or 
near school property or athletic fields, or from being a coach of children under 18 or employ or 
supervise a minor.   SB 775 Signed 

Explicit Material:  Creates the offense of providing explicit sexual material to a student if the 
person is affiliated with a K12 school (including school board members) and the material is not 
approved art or materials used in sex education classes.  SB 775 Signed 

 


