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Under this bill, students struggling in reading could be identified and provided additional support. While the 
law requires districts to use “systematic phonics,” districts are not required to use that method of instruction 
exclusively. The bill also provides state-level resources to provide reading instruction assistance to districts. 
Additionally, the bill would allow school districts to seek a waiver of state law if necessary to implement an 
innovative practice.

• Reading proficiency must be a part of the district’s Continuous School Improvement Plan (CSIP). If more
than 15% of an attendance center’s students are not at grade level in reading by the end of third grade, the
CSIP must include strategies to reduce that percentage.

• Teacher education programs for communication arts, special education and reading specialist certification
must include instruction in the core components of reading; oral and written language development;
identification of reading deficiencies; selection and use of reading curricula and materials; and how to use
reading assessments to inform instruction.

• Kindergarten to 5th grade students must be assessed in reading, using state-approved assessments.
Students who demonstrate a substantial reading deficiency by being one or more grade level(s) behind in
reading or who are at risk of dyslexia must receive a Reading Success Plan, which provides intensive and
focused reading intervention

• The district is no longer required to retain students with reading deficiencies, but the district is obligated to
discuss retention with parents.

• Parents or guardians of K-3 students with a reading deficiency must be notified in writing and given a
description of the intensive supplemental reading instruction to be provided and strategies to use at home
to support the student’s reading.

School Innovation Waivers: 
• The State Board of Education may grant a three-year School Innovation Waiver to school or school district

teams that exempts them from specific state educational laws or regulations if necessary to address
improving student career and college readiness; increasing teacher compensation; or improving teacher
recruitment, retention, training, preparation, or professional development of teachers.

• The School Innovation Teams may be comprised of a single school; two or more schools within the same
district; a single district; or two or more schools not within the same district that share a common interest.

• The Innovation Waiver plan must identify the law or regulation for which the waiver is requested and
explain how the intent of the law or regulation can better be addressed in a more effective, efficient, or
economical manner.

• The specific goals of the Innovation Waiver plan must be measurable and monitored for implementation.
Engagement of parents, employees, the community, and businesses must be demonstrated.
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https://www.senate.mo.gov/22info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?Sessiontype=R&BillPrefix=SB&BillSuffix=681

